“The Old Stag”
About the Author
“The Old Stag” is an adaptation from “The Panchatantra”, a famous collection of ancient Indian fables. These stories are believed to have been written by Pandit Vishnu Sharma to teach moral values, wisdom, and practical life lessons through stories about animals and birds.
Summary
An old stag lived on a hillock in a lush forest and was loved by all the animals for his kindness. When he fell ill, his friends visited him but ate the tender grass growing on the hillock. Soon, many other animals also came to eat the grass, leaving very little for the old stag and making him weaker.
The animals realised that their greed had harmed their sick friend. Feeling ashamed, they searched for food elsewhere and brought fresh leaves for the stag. After the rains, the grass grew back, the old stag recovered, and everyone learnt to use nature's resources wisely.
Theme
· Kindness and friendship.
· Wise use of nature's resources.
· The harmful effects of greed.
· Caring for others in times of need.
· Responsibility and correcting mistakes.
Moral
· Nature has enough for everyone's needs, but we must use its resources wisely.
· True friends care for one another, especially in difficult times.
· Greed can harm others, while kindness and responsibility bring happiness.

